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The work that 
went on in 

Ephesus was 
magnificent. 

The Chris-
tians there 
made up a 

great church.  
 

But, in spite of this, Paul 
warned the elders of this 

church of a coming apostasy 
that would corrupt the di-

vinely ordained government 
of the local church.  

 
A generation later, a message 
from the Lord in the book of 
Revelation commends them 
for many wonderful things; 

nevertheless, the Lord warns 
them, “you have left your first 

love” (Revelation 2:4). They 
had not maintained the fervor 

and devotion of the love of 
their earlier history. If they 
did not repent and do their 

first works, the Lord prom-
ised that He would repudiate 

them.  
 

The city of Ephesus now lies 
in ruins and there is no church 

meeting there. As sad as this 
is, we are encouraged by the 
words of the Lord in Revela-
tion 2:7: “To him who over-
comes I will give to eat from 

the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the Paradise of 

God.”  
 

Consequently, we know that 
those who obeyed the gospel 

in Ephesus and remained 
faithful make up a group (i.e., 
the church) that will live eter-

nally in heaven.  
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